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what to do with them. As fascism triumphed it came up
against the practical problems with which the free syndicates
had been concerned. Thanks to the terror it could brush
aside or postpone some of these, but there were others
which it had to face.
The political offensive had pushed fascism towards
syndicalism, and this in its turn was forcing it to conquer the
state. How to make use of the resources of the state was the
principal problem before the National Council. Farinacci
emphasized the danger to the fascist syndicates of unemploy-
ment during the coming winter. Grandi, in an interview
in the Giornale d* Italia, expressed the problem in a more
definite form :
c A passive but numerically important force is growing
up alongside fascism. I refer to the well-organized body
of our syndicates which to-day contains over 700,000
members. The coming winter may hold surprises for all,
ourselves included, whose effects no one can foretell.
We are faced to-day by an insurrection of the middle
classes, and by a political revolution. It must also be
remembered that this insurrection is likely to be com-
plicated by a social crisis. What would happen were these
two phenomena to meet before we managed to take up
our share of the responsibilities of the state ? *
This mixture of anxiety and blackmail was genuinely
effective. Fascism displayed itself to the bourgeoisie as the
only force c capable of absorbing the anti-state forces without
endangering liberal institutions ', and without having to
pay the price of socialist collaboration. * Our collaboration,3
Grandi assured them 'has all the advantages and none of the
dangers of socialist collaboration. Fascism must become
the mainspring of government immediately ; and to bring
this about general elections must be held in November.9
The alternatives, legality or insurrection, put forward by
Mussolini and fascism, only affected methods, for the object
was the same in either case : the attainment of power.
Mussolini had succeeded in persuading Grandi and his
friends, especially the deputies among them, that it would be
better to take the path ofc legality ', and that by following